Tonight on the eve of the election John Davies and other conservative councillors have been delivering a last minute leaflet, in which he makes several accusations and a personal attack on me.
I have spoken with so many of you over the last weeks, and know many of you across St. Ives.  I trade from St. Ives and am Artistic Director of the St. Ives Youth Theatre.  That entails some 300 – 400 hours per year.

The planning committee is limited in number.  I did not decline to sit on the planning committee, and sit on the amenities committee.   The Planning Committee comprises just 8 members, so 50% of the 16 Town Councillors.   
Councillor Davies on the other hand was due to take up a place on the Properties Committee but did in fact decline to take up this position, and so the Property Committee does now only comprise seven members. 

This year I have missed 5 Town Council Meetings.

Some were because of family commitments.  You may or may not be aware that for many years my Father has been very sick.  His condition worsened and passed away in August.  I was needed to support my mother and family.  Otherwise I was not present in November due to the Youth Theatre production of Journey’s End which was our gift to St. Ives for its 900th Anniversary.  I was not present in March due to the production of Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Those of you who have attended the meetings will also know that when I am present I contribute regularly to the debates preceding the decision making.  When not in attendance I have submitted written comment or contributions in absentia to the Town Council meetings.   
Over the last 10 years I have grown and developed the St. Ives Youth Theatre.  This is a huge commitment and you may find out more about my work with the young people of St. Ives by visiting www.siyt.com
I offer myself as a representative of the people of St Ives, and will put the people before a political party.

